Senate Judiciary Committee 1

Amendment No. 1 to SB0976

Beavers
Signature of Sponsor

AMEND Senate Bill No. 976 House Bill No. 716*

by deleting all language after the enacting clause and substituting instead the following:
SECTION 1. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 39-17-1311(b)(1), is amended by
adding the following new subdivisions thereto:

(I) Persons possessing a handgun, who are authorized to carry such handgun
pursuant to § 39-17-1351, while within or on a public park, wildlife management area,
natural area, historic park, nature trail, campground, forest, greenway, waterway or other
similar public place that is owned or operated by the state, a county, a municipality or
instrumentality thereof, except as otherwise provided in subsection (d);

(J) Persons possessing a handgun, who are authorized to carry such handgun
pursuant to § 39-17-1351, while within or on property designated by the federal
government as a national park, forest, preserve, historic park, military park, trail, or
recreation area, to the extent permitted by federal law.

SECTION 2. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 39-17-1311, is amended by deleting
subsection (d) in its entirety and substituting instead the following new subsections:

(d) Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivision (b)(1)(l), by majority vote of its
legislative body, any municipality or county may elect to prohibit persons authorized to
carry a handgun pursuant to § 39-17-1351, from possessing such handgun while within
or on a public park that is owned or operated by a county, a municipality or
instrumentality thereof. If a legislative body elects to prohibit the possession of
handguns within a park, the prohibition shall apply to the entire park, notwithstanding the
provisions of § 39-17-1311(b)(1)(I). If such area is jointly owned or operated by

municipalities or counties, then a majority vote of all affected legislative bodies, voting
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individually, is necessary for such municipalities or counties to prohibit persons
authorized to carry a handgun pursuant to § 39-17-1351, from possessing such handgun
while within such park.

(e)

(1) Because signage prohibiting the possessing of firearms while within
or on a public park, wildlife management area, natural area, historic park, nature
trail, campground, forest, greenway, waterway or other similar public place that is
owned or operated by the state, or instrumentality thereof, and posted pursuant
to § 39-17-1311, prior to July 1, 2009, remains necessary for visitors who are not
authorized to carry a firearm pursuant to subsection (b), the department shall not
replace or change any existing signs that prohibit firearms or erect any new signs
at existing state areas relative to firearms. However, the department may
replace or repair signs that have been damaged or are scheduled for
replacement in accordance with the park’s regular replacement schedule.

(2) If a municipality or county elects to prohibit persons authorized to
carry a handgun pursuant to § 39-17-1351, from possessing such handgun while
within or on a public park, it shall display in prominent locations the sign
authorized by § 39-17-1311(c)(1), to give notice that handguns are not permitted
in the park.

(f) A violation of subsection (a) is a Class A misdemeanor.

SECTION 3. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 39-17-1314, is amended by deleting
the first sentence of subsection (a) and substituting instead the following:

Except as provided in § 39-17-1311(d), which allows counties and municipalities
to prohibit the possession of handguns while within or on a public park, wildlife
management area, natural area, historic park, nature trail, campground, forest,
greenway, waterway or other similar public place that is owned or operated by a county,
a municipality or instrumentality thereof, no city, county, or metropolitan government
shall occupy any part of the field of regulation of the transfer, ownership, possession or
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transportation of firearms, ammunition or components of firearms or combinations

thereof; provided, that the provisions of this section shall be prospective only and shall

not affect the validity of any ordinance or resolution lawfully enacted before April 8, 1986.

SECTION 4. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 39-17-1359, is amended by adding
the following language as a new, appropriately designated subsection:

(e) The provisions of this section shall not apply to the grounds of any public
park, wildlife management area, natural area, historic park, nature trail, campground,
forest, greenway, waterway or other similar public place that is owned or operated by the
state, a county, a municipality or instrumentality thereof. The carrying of firearms in such
areas shall be governed by § 39-17-1311.

SECTION 5.

(a) For purposes of permitting municipalities or counties to elect to prohibit the
carrying of handguns in parks pursuant to § 39-17-1311(d), this act shall take effect
upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring it.

(b) For purposes of it being lawful for persons authorized to carry a handgun
pursuant to § 39-17-1351, to carry in places owned or operated by the state or federal
government that are designated in Section 1 of this act, this act shall take effect upon
becoming a law, the public welfare requiring it.

(c) For purposes of it being lawful for persons authorized to carry a handgun
pursuant to § 39-17-1351, to carry in places owned or operated by municipalities or
counties that are designated in Section 1 of this act, this act shall take effect on

September 1, 2009.

SA0420
00797171
_3-



